
MANUKAU COURIER — 83,000 circulation throughout Mangere, Otahuhu, Papatoetoe, Otara, Manurewa, 
Papakura, Pukekohe, Waluku, Tuakau,Meremere, Te Kauwhata plus rural areas. 

History of the Manukau 
By JACK 

BONGARD 
T h e r e a r e seve ra l 

stories about the naming 
of Manukau Harbour. One 
concerns the killing of the 
chief Manukau in battle. 
Another claims it was 
named after the Manuka 
growing on its shores. 

However its name real-
ly originated from a visit 
of the Tainui canoe, when 
chief Hotere made the 
first portage from the 
Waitemata to the Man-
ukau, up the Tamaki 
River, across the isthmus 
to the upper reaches of 
the Manukau Harbour. 

It was at night and as 
the canoe was paddled 
down the harbour the 
crew heard strange voi-
ces calling. They were 
puzzled, not knowing of 
the existence of the 
ponaturi or water kelpie 
fairies. 

These ponaturi live 
under the water by day, 
but come out by night. 
The crew could not under-
stand what they were 
crying out, but seeing a 
few seagulls flying about, 
assumed it was these cre-
atures calling. Chief Ho-
tere brushed off their 
enquiries by saying the 
voices were only those of 
the birds "he manu kau 
noa iko". 

In pre-historic days the 
Manukau Harbour con-
sisted of low-lying swam-
py plains covered in 
toitoi, scrub and bush 
with four rivers running 
through the vast area. 
Beyond the harbour entr-
ance, which today is a 
maze of shifting sand-
banks, there was an island 
called Paorae. 

As the years passed, 
heavy rainfall flooded the 
rivers so often that bit by-
bit they swept away the 
bush-clad banks until 
eventually the huge area 
was covered with water at 

" high tide — at places with 
only a few feet of sea-
water. 

The four tidal rivers are 
now recognised as the 
Wairopa and Purukau 
channels in the north of 
the harbour, the Papakura 
channel leading to Pa-
hurehure inlet in the east 
and Waiuku channel to the 
south. 

What was once low-
lying forest lands are now 
the shallow mud-banks of 
Motukaraka, Te Tau, Ka-
rore and Poutawa. 

E v e n t o d a y , h u g e 
stumps can be found in 
the banks, riddled with 
ships worms and barna-
cles. 

The island of Paorae 
has now completely van-
ished — although there 
was quite recently a 
small, grass-covered is-

came the most important 
to the Maori prior to the 
Waikato War when, from 
1852-1855 there arrived in 
Onehunga and Auckland 
some 2,000 canoes loaded 
w i t h n a t i v e g r o w n 
produce. 

Apart from the ponaturi 
or water kelpies, there 
were many other types of 
fairies inhabiting the 
northern coastline and the 
Waitakere Ranges. The 
main ones were the 
Patupaearehe, consisting 
of three tribes — Ngati 
Kura, the red ones; Ngati 
Korako, the albino ones 
and Ngati Turehu, dimly 
seen ones, of the Waita-
keres. 

The ponaturi dwelt in 
great numbers in the 
Manukau particularly at 
the Heads - where they 
lived in many underwater 
caves, only coming out at 
night. 

At the island of Para-
tutai, at the Heads, there 
lived a giant taniwha, 
known as Kaiwhare, who 
lived in a cave six 
fathoms down. 

He was destroyed by a 
young Kawerau chief, 
who dived down to the 
cave and beat the taniwha 
to death with his paraoa, 
his whalebone club. 

The Kawerau t r ibe 
dominated the area from 
Titirangi to Muriwai, but 
were driven out and deci-
m a t e d by bo th t h e 
Ngapuhi tribe from the 
north and the Waiohua 
tribe of the isthmus. 

The Ngapuhi slaugh-
tered the inhabitants of 
the Makaka Pa, which is 
now called Destruction 
Gully, but revenge was 
taken some years later 
when a battle' took place 
between the Waiohua, led 

seen in recent times. 
The island stronghold 

was the scene of much 
fighting over the years. In 
about 1750, there was the 
last struggle for posses-
sion, Te Onerangaa — the 
bloody battle of the stir-
red-up sands. 

Puketutu was aban-
doned, after fierce fight-
ing, until 1828. In 1836 Te 
Kawau built a strong pa 
for his Mangere and 
Ihumatao people on Man-
gere Mountain and in the 
same year the first mis-
sion stations were estab-
lished on the shores of the 
Manukau. 

At a very early date, 
long before Captain Hob-
son founded Auckland, 
gangs of pit sawyers were 
at work on the shores of 
the Manukau. On the 
Northern shores was high 
quality kauri; on the 
Awhitu Peninsula the 
trees grew thickly, but 
not as large. 

Totara was spread over 
most of the southern half 
of the Manukau Harbour 
coast. On the Awhitu 
Peninsula were thousands 
of acres of gum-bearing 
land and the many scows 
which served the Man-
ukau were kept busy 
bringing the gum to 
Onehunga. 

Before roads were 
formed the Manukau, 
with its many deep inden-

ings and Auckland Coast-
guards to combat the 'in-
vasion', found the canoes 
and towed them back to 
the Onehunga Basin. 

After a week searching 
all the harbour inlets, the 
Avon found more than 30 
canoes, which were tied 
up at the Onehunga Basin. 
Among them was the 
m a g n i f i c e n t Toki -a -
Tapiri, now displayed in 
the Auckland Museum 
and the only one to escape 
destruction. 

The others were towed 
out one at a time by row-
boat and blown up. The 
Avon later had her bul-
warks plated with bullet-
proof iron and sailed 
round to the Waikato 
River to take her part in 
the Waikato War. She was 

the first steamer to enter 
the river. 

During the 12 or so 
years that elapsed be-
tween the end of the 
Waikato War and the con-
struction of the railway 
line south, shipping on the 
Manukau was very busy. 

Cutters of from eight to 
12 tons were built to carry 
stores and militia to the 
Drury Redoubt and other, 
larger, scows were built. 

" Small steamers were 
also built at Onehunga. 

The Manukau Bar 
earned itself a bad reputa-
tion with its many ship-
wrecks but only 14 ships 
were lost on the bar from 
1841 to 1921, all but three 
of them small schooners, 
cut ters , launches and 
small steamboats. 



land to which cattle could 
wander over the stony 
flats at low tide, but this 
was completely washed 
away by a terrific storm 
in February 1936. 

It was probably the last 
remains of the legendary 
Paorae which was a large, 
low-lying scrub-covered 
island with fresh water 
and kumara plantations. 

There were four main 
portages into the Man-
ukau: The Awaroa pas-
sage from the Waikato 
River up the Awaroa 
Creek and a short over-
land portage to Waiuku 
water; the Karetu portage 
from the Waitemata Har-
bour up the Tamaki River, 
across land to the upper 
reaches of the Manukau; 
up the Whau Creek from 
the Waitemata to Green 
Bay on the Manukau and a 
smaller portage across 
the Middlemore golf links 
from the Waitemata to the 
Manukau. 

These last three por-
tages are remembered in 
the name Portage Road. 

The Awaroa Portage be-

by Kiwi Tamaki, who 
made a bold attack on the 
Kawerau tribe, led by 
Whaakiaki and Tuperiri. 

It was the Kawerau's 
final battle. They carried 
out mock retreat and, at a 
p r e - a r r a n g e d s ignal , 
turned with ferocity on 
Kiwi's forces who were so 
surprised and unprepared 
they were nearly annihi-
lated. Kiwi Tamaki and 
his supporting chiefs 
were all killed. 

The battle was called Te 
Rangi Hinganga Taki — 
the day when all fell 
together — while the bay 
now called Titirangi was 
named Paturoa — the 
great carnage. By the 
time Auckland was estab-
lished there were only 
about 40-50 members of 
the Kawerau in existence. 

The thickly populated 
island of Puketutu, near 
Onehunga, became a tapu, 
or holy, place where the 
tohungas ruled undis-
putedly. The tuaha, the 
ceremonial place, was a 
raised mound on the top 
of the island "and has been 

tations, served for trans-
port and communication 
to many settlers and 
small, shallow-draught 
scows attended to their 
needs as well as serving 
several military outposts. 

There are still a few old 
homesteads on beach 
frontages that don't have 
road access. 

One of the old scows, 
the Jane Gifford, is being 
restored by the Waiuku 
Museum Society. 

When the Maori in the 
area were ordered to go 
south of the Mangata-
whiri, or take the oath of 
allegiance to the Queen in 
1863, they took most of 
their goods and weapons, 
but could not take their 
canoes overland so hid 
them in the scrub on the 
harbour shores. 

They were later found 
by a settler who thought 
they were there in readi-
ness for an invasion. The 
little. steamer, Avon, left 
Onehunga with a mixed 
contingent of naval rat-


